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pecuniary and others, prevent men from taking these steps
at the proper time.
The subject has suggested a plan to me which, if adopted

by the universities, would enable such men as I have men-
tioned to obtain an honourable degree. This plan is-that
the several universities should make such changes in their
regulations as to allow legally qualified men to pass two
fairly testing examinations in arts, giving an interval of a
year between each, after which, without residence, they
should be allowed to become candidates for the examination
for their degree in medicine. This would not make such a

degree too easily obtainable, or of slight value, and at the
same time would place its attainment within the reach of
educated men, and would leave no excuse for the continua-
tion of the scandalous practice of importing purchased
foreign degrees.
The languishing university of St. Andrews might be

turned into good account in this way. That university,
which at present offers no inducement to men to reside there,
might with advantage be allowed to examine candidates
and grant degrees in medicine in accordance with the re-

gulations of the Scottish Universities Commissioners,
mints the requirement of two years’ residence.

I am, Sir, yours obediently.
SIDNEY HERBERT CARTER, B.A., M.B. T.C.D.

Bristol Nov. 20tb, 1871.
SIDNEY HERBERT CARTER, B.A., M.B. T.C.D

THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-It is not long since you advocated the cause of the
unfortunate candidates for the Indian Medical Service in
the columns of THE LANCET, and represented to the autho-
rities and the public the great annoyance and considerable
loss of time and money caused by the repeated and indefi-
nite postponement of the examination for the Service. You
then pointed out that this policy was a source of great
hardship to those candidates who had undertaken costly
journeys to this country, sacrificing social advantages and
giving up respectable positions in the uncovenanted service
for the purpose of obtaining a commission in the medical
service of their country. These unhappy candidates have
returned home after a residence of nearly two years here,
and before they have had time to forget the irreparable
losses they sustained, the Indian Government announces
that an examination for the medical service will be held in
February next. I have just received some extracts from a
very influential native journal noticing this decision of
the Government, and showing how the authorities have
added fuel to the flame and aggravated the injury to the
Hindoo candidates.

It is perhaps absurd to think that there is a malicious
motive in this policy, but there can be no doubt that these
candidates have been greatly wronged, and that the con-
duct of the authorities has been altogether thoughtless and
indifferent, if not unjust. The I nclian lLhrwor proposes H a
fair and honourable mode of avenging the injustice that
has been done to them accidentally or deliberately," and
advises that the disappointed candidates should start for
England and appear at the examination in February, and
that if they are poor their liberal countrymen ought to
extend their helping hands. A subscription-list has been
set on foot for the purpose.
Now, Sir, it is possible that these candidates will find the

means of coming here in February. But, having regard to
the fact that an injustice has been done to them, does it
not appear unfair that they should be compelled to return
to England for the examination ? These candidates used
every means in their power to represent the hardships of
their case to the authorities. They forwarded in May last
a memorial signed by the candidates and endorsed by the
professors of the Glasgow and Aberdeen Universities where
they had studied, to the Secretary of State for India, to
which his Grace the Duke of Argyle sent a very polite and
sympathising reply. Failing in this they enlisted the

sympathy of an eminent member of Parliament, who moved
the subject in the House, to which Mr. Grant Duff made
that ever-memorable reply, 11 have not the remotest idea" "
as to when the next examination would take place. It may
fairly be asked why Mr. Duff did not telegraph to the
Government of India before he gave this very curt answer

to Colonel Sykes’s question. The Hindoo candidates have
been sufferers entirely through the indifference of the
Government, and it is to be hoped that enlightened members
of the House like Colonel Sykes, Sir Edward Colebrooke,
Dr. Lyon Playfair, and Mr. Gordon will endeavour to

procure for them the privilege of being examined in India,
thus avoiding another journey to England.
The regulations for the Indian Medical Service were

framed when the colleges in India were in their infancy,
and the profession in its cradle. During the last few years
these colleges have made wonderfully rapid progress, and
it has been said by the highest authorities that they are
now equal to any in the United Kingdom. It is unreasonable,
therefore, that candidates from India should be compelled
to come to England to be examined, and should be required
to obtain qualifications in Medicine and Surgery in Great
Britain, when they have to practise the healing art in
India, and on their own people. You will, I trust, agree
with me in the opinion that it is high time the regulations
for the Indian Medical Service were revised.

. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
London, Nov. llth, 1871. A TRAVELLING FELLOW.

ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiB,&mdash;With reference to that portion of the report of
your Commissioner which relates to the night-nurses of
the above hospital (contained in your number of the llth),
permit me to make the few following remarks, which, as
you (in common with us all) have the best interest of the
hospital at heart, you will, I am sure, receive with satisfac-
tion, as I assure you you may with safety.

1. Without discussing the ages of the night-nurses, I
may say that the Weekly Board have ample testimony that
they are, each and every one of them, efficient nurses in
every sense of the term, and fully qualified to perform the
duties of night-nurses.

2. Each floor has two wards, the doors of which are op-
posite to each other; they are generally left open at night,
and there never has been, nor is there likely to be, any
difficulty in the way of one nurse communicating with
another, should need require.

3. Experience shows that there is no difficulty in a nurse
being fully cognisant of all the wants of patients in the
night at whatever part of the ward such nurse may be.

4. The lady-superintendent invariably goes through the
wards once every night, and the nurses have no indication
of the time of her visits; in special cases the lady-super-
intendent visits patients several times during the night.
Wishing you every success in your endeavours to improve e

the condition of these valuable institutions,
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,

JAMES HOPGOOD,
I Nov. 22nd, 1871. Chairman of General Committee of Hospital.

JAMES HOPGOOD,
Chairman of General Committee of Hospital.

BIRMINGHAM.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

THE epidemic of small-pox which has been impending
over Birmingham for some time has at last declared itself
amongst us. The Inspection Committee of the Town
Council must at once take steps to provide a temporary
hospital for small-pox patients, as the contagious wards of
the Queen’s Hospital are full, and the authorities of the
General Hospital, having already nine cases under treat-
ment, are not anxious to increase the number. It is to be

hoped that a medical officer of health will here, as at Wol-
verhampton, be forthwith appointed, and that prompt
action will be taken to ensure the removal and isolation of
all cases of the disease without the least delay, and also the
performance of revaccination on a large scale. All the
Black Country towns are simultaneously threatened, and in
many, as at Oldbury and Bilston, the disease is showing it-
self in a severe form, and is attacking a great number of
persons. At Wolverhampton, however, small-pox has at
present found its most numerous victims. There are now
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over 200 pauper cases, besides a great many in the middle
and uppor classes of society. Persons in this sphere of life
seem to have a great antipathy to having their friends re-
moved to a suitable hospital, and hence the number of
centres of infection is greatly increased. It is gratifying
to find that since the paupers in the Wolverhampton Work-
house were revaccinated no case has occurred in the house.
No wonder that Wolverhampton is suffering so severely
from epidemic disease when we learn, from a report recently
presented to the Town Council on the sanitary state of the
borough, that "nuisances of a dangerous character are
almost universally prevalent," and that " the town is in a
fearfully insanitary condition."
The suits against the Corporation of Birmingham for

the abatement of sewage nuisances, which were to be tried
in Vice-Chancellor Bacon’s Court, are to be postponed until
December, to give the Council time to mature the arrange-
ments recently decided on for carrying out the recom-
mendations of the Sewage Inquiry Committee.
The proposed new buildings at the Queen’s Hospital, of

which Lord Leigh is to lay the foundation-stone on Dec.
4th with masonic rites, include-1. An out-patient depart-
ment and dispensary, with residences for officers, nurses,
and gate-porter. 2. A glazed corridor, connecting the new
block with the present hospital, and available as a con-
servatory for the recreation of convalescent patients. 3. A

complete bath house. 4. Two blocks of wards, with con-
valescent rooms, to accommodate forty-eight patients jointly.
5. A building for laundry purposes, and a detached mor-
tuary and post-mortem room. At the monthly board of
that institution the following resolution, moved by Mr.

West, and seconded by Mr. Gamgee, was adopted: "The
Committee of the Queen’s Hospital hereby express their
regret at the loss the institution has sustained by the death
of Mr. Langston Parker, F.R.C.S., one of the consulting
surgeons, who, during the first twenty years of its exist-
ence, largely contributed by his labours and scientific re-
pute to the promotion of the best interests of the hospital."

Hospital Sunday has been more than usually successful
this year. The sum of .64736 has already been collected
for the General Hospital. It is very gratifying to think
that, after thirteen years’ experience of the movement, the
amount realised is this year only second to that raised on
the first occasion when the movement was initiated by
Canon Miller, who was then Rector of Birmingham, for the
good of the same charity. During that time the sum of
..850,970 has been collected by this agency, and all the
charities have benefited to a much greater extent than the
most sanguine supporters of the Hospital Sunday could, at
the first onset, have believed possible. The distribution is
arranged on a most equitable plan. The General Hospital
receives the benefit one year, the Queen’s Hospital the
next, and the minor charities the third year ; so that all, in
turn, receive their fair share of help from this admirable
system, without which many of the charities of Birmingham
could now hardly exist.
The conversazione of the Midland Medical Society proved

a great success ; upwards of 150 of the leading practi-
tioners of the town and district availed themselves of the
invitation of the President (Mr.West), and great interest was
displayed by one and all in the admirable address of Dr.
Lionel Beale, F.R.S., on "Contagious Disease Germs: their
Nature and Origin." A discussion ensued, in which Dr.
Nelson and Mr. Furneaux Jordan took part, and a cordial
vote of thanks to Dr. Beale for his courteous acceptance of
the invitation of the Society, and for his valuable paper,
concluded the proceedings. Fifteen new Fellows and six
new Members were proposed, but the ballot was postponed
until the next meeting, so as not to interfere with Dr.
Beale’s lecture, or prevent those present enjoying the ex-
cellent display of microscopes and specimens which had
been provided by the secretaries (Mr. Mann and Dr. Saw-
yer), or the valuable collection of surgical instruments
exhibited by Mr. Salt, of Birmingham.
Under the will of the late Mr. Bernard Rice, surgeon of

this town, the General Hospital, the Queen’s Hospital, the
Sick Children’s Hospital, the General Dispensary, the Or-
thop&aelig;dic Hospital, and the Blind Asylum will each receive
a legacy of &pound;50; the Eye Hospital and the Birmingham Sana-
torium X25 each; the Deaf and Dumb Asylum &pound;20, and the
Bar and Throat Infirmary &pound;10.
Birmingham, Nov. 14th, 1871.

LIVERPOOL.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

THE scarcity of physicians in this town has long been
the subject of remark-physicians in the old sense of the
term, who confine their practice almost entirely to con-
sultations, who do not practise midwifery, and are not
dependent on family practice. Of such, there are not six
in Liverpool, probably not three who would come under all
these heads. The scarcity at the present time is felt in
another way. The laws of our three great hospitals make
it imperative that their physicians should practise neither
surgery, pharmacy, nor midwifery, and should possess cer-
tain degrees. The consequence is, that of late years con-
siderable difficulty has been felt in filling up vacancies
whenever they occur. For several months the Northern
Hospital has had but one physician, owing to the transfer-
ence of the other to the Royal Infirmary, and the inability
of the committee to obtain another in his place ; and now,
through the resignation of Dr. Vose, there is again a va-
cancy at the infirmary, and amongst the candidates for the
appointment is Dr. Glvnn, the remaining physician at the
Northern Hospital. If he should be appointed, the hos-
pital will 1)e without a physician. This alarming prospect
has of late greatly exercised the minds of the committee
and medical board, and, after various discussions, the latter
have agreed, by a majority, to recommend the committee
to suspend the law which at present prevents the practiser
of pharmacy, midwifery, and surgery from seeking the
vacant appointment, whilst still retaining the law which
defines the degrees required. The committee have not as
yet come to any decision, and, in the meantime, the atten-
tion of the profession in the town has been drawn to it,
and it has been made the subject of discussion at the Me-
dical Society, where the balance of opinion is decidedly
against the change. The status of a hospital staff should
not be destroyed without serious consideration. If these
appointments are of any value, if they confer a dignity
and give a recognised position to the possessor, and if they
are still to be looked up to as prizes in the professional
lottery, then they should not, from a temporary difficulty,
be deprived of the only safeguard which is likely to keep
them out of the hands of the mere adventurer, or still
worse, of the professional quack. The rule that the de-
mand will create the supply is as likely to hold good in
this instance as in most others. Within the last two
years we have had two young physician converts, who
previously practised as general practitioners, both now
holding hospital appointments, having given up general
practice to enable them to do so, and I have never heard
they have any reason to regret the step ; and now we have
two more, in the face of the present difficulty, magnani-
mously throwing themselves into the breach, prepared to
sacrifice general practice for the sake of obtaining the
honourable posts of physicians to the Royal Infirmary and
Northern Hospital. Seriously speaking, these gentlemen
have calculated the cost, and have doubtless come to the
conclusion that they stand a very fair prospect of obtaining,
after a time, a good position as physicians in the town. It

’ is to be hoped, therefore, that the trustees of the Northern
Hospital will not be induced to take any retrograde step,
but, with the prospect which has just arisen of certain
candidates coming forward whenever the vacancies are de-
clared, will keep the present laws in force.
The Liverpool Medical Society commenced the winter

session in October last with a most successful meeting.
Upwards of seventy members were present, and the intro-
ductory address of the President (Mr. Bickersteth), a com-
prehensive r&eacute;sum&eacute; of the surgery of the last few years, was
listened to with interest and pleasure. The subsequent
meetings have been equally successful.
The fifth volume of the 11 Liverpool Medical and Surgical

Reports" appeared lately, and contains several papers of
great interest. Dr. De Zouche’s account of the relapsing
fever which so largely prevailed here last year has an
interest beyond this town. The practitioner in other towns
who has not seen the disease will find in it a very complete
description of the symptoms, varieties, pathology, and
sequels of this fever.
Liverpool, Nov. 23rd, 1871.


